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With Easter coming early this year, we’ll be sad to see many of you return to the frigid north.

However, many others seem to be moving in every day, keeping the roads suitably busy and

our restaurants smiling. This month we discuss several emerging interior design trends, and

we hear from Rickie Leiter, who keeps us up to date with the local arts scene. But first, a word

about words.
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It’s been a year.

 

Much like a word which, depending on intonation and context, can denote different things at

different times, that sentence is loaded with meaning.

 

Let’s start with the factual. It’s been a year since our world was upended. We closed, you

closed, and we all became obsessed with toilet paper for longer than we care to admit. I can’t

imagine there is anyone who hasn’t been significantly touched by this pandemic. And far too

many of us have lost friends and loved ones.

 

Now let’s add a little extra oomph for emphasis. Meaning, it’s been quite a year! First there

are the emotions. We’ve gone from nervous to scared to anxious to resigned – sometimes in

the same hour.

 

Masks have evolved from something you probably wanted to avoid at all costs, to fashion

statements. Handshakes and hugs are now so last Tuesday. Replaced with fist bumps, elbow

touches, hip wiggles, or, nothing at all.

 

Even my morning walk is different. Where many used to cross the road or slide onto the

street to avoid too close an encounter, now there’s often a cheery, “I’ve had my shots,” in the

way of a greeting.

 

Our lives have changed in ways big and small. But we are resilient. And with the continuing

roll out of vaccinations, hope is flexing its muscles once again.

 

Our First Fridays were quite the thing pre-pandemic, with dozens of people on the street and

flowing through our shop over the course of the evening. That excitement and activity is

starting to come back, and I expect it will be in full swing once we can reintroduce our wine

and cheese spread!

 

Tomorrow is April's First Friday Art Walk, and we will be open along with about 10 or 12

other businesses. Clay is planning a special exhibit at RCK Gallery next door that pays



other businesses. Clay is planning a special exhibit at RCK Gallery next door that pays

homage to the solemnity of Good Friday. I have quickly learned that Clay is a master at these

things, and you don’t want to miss it.

 

Later in the month, on the 17th, we will host another Art Market - the last of the season.

These are definitely getting bigger and better, with close to 30 artists and artisans

participating.

 

After a year of uncertainty and general unease, we’re liking the thought of looking ahead with

hope and excitement.

Interior Design Trends for 2021
(Courtesy of our friends at Bella Moulding)



Pandemic living is definitely impacting the way we look at our interiors. While stuck at home,

there’s been a lot of time to contemplate how our interior design choices can impact our

quality of life. If you are spending both work and leisure time in your living space, it needs to

be pleasant and offer a sense of well-being. And so our untouched travel and entertainment

budgets are giving way to redoing things around the house. Rooms are being converted into

home offices or sanctuary spaces to relax and read or simply Zen out and take pleasure in

doing nothing at all. Here are several design trends that have emerged over the past year.

 

BRIGHT AND BOLD COLORS

If we have to be home more often, we need some daily infusions of energy and excitement.

Austere all white minimalism is being brushed aside in favor of bright walls and cheerfully

bold accents. Time to have fun with color and make sure our spaces spark some serious joy.



LIGHT WOOD TONES

Dark brooding walnut is out. Scandinavian interior inspirations continue to be in vogue with

lots of light and bright raw wood tones. This includes beech, ash and anything whitewashed

that will also bring the organic indoors for a bright and tactile natural aesthetic.

 

MODERN 80s

Have you noticed the 80s flashback? In interior design this means a nostalgic return to

materials with some shine like glass, gloss lacquer and brass accents. The Modern 80s trend

includes geometric shapes, funky playful patterns and bright pops of color. Pop Art will be

back in vogue for the walls along with statement pieces covered in checks, curves and

squiggles.



 

GRANDMILLENIAL STYLE

Everything old is new again. Influenced by pandemic-necessitated inter-generational

households, grandmillenial features creative pairings of retro with contemporary to create

an environment all about comfort, nostalgia and traditions. This new trend also goes by the

moniker “Grandma Chic”. Grandmillenial encompasses classic decor like flowery wallpaper,

wicker, fine china, antique paintings and crocheted throws but combines them with

modernity and surprising, funky color schemes to create whimsy. It’s touches of kitsch and

vintage but with a cleverly curated restraint.

 



Art Market
Stop by on Saturday, April 17th, for the final Art Market of the season. Hosted by The Gilt

Complex, The Roasted Record and Ellie’s Downtown Deli, there will be about 30 artists and

artisans on hand. A live band will be playing from 11 am to 2 pm. And there’s a tie-dye station,

as well as gift baskets that will be raffled. Don’t miss it!



The Interview
Rickie Leiter

Rickie Leiter is the publisher of The Rickie Report, a free online publication that covers

southeast Florida’s visual arts scene from Melbourne to Miami. She helps artists, galleries,

and visual arts-related organizations connect with other artists, art lovers, and patrons. Her

own creativity includes a successful career as a jewelry artist and an emerging mosaicist.

Here she tells us about the "F" word, her special muse and her favorite travel spot.
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How are you handling working at this time?

My favorite “f” word is flexible. I aspire to it and don’t always make it and may use other

words. It’s up to us how we experience what life hands us. I try to make the best of each

situation. What can I learn to be a better person and make the world better?

In seasons past, I published 10 times a week! This Covid year, most of my time was being

supportive and hopeful via phone calls with individual artists maintaining successful careers

(artists shouldn’t be “starving”), arts organizations transitioning, and volunteering for arts as

well as humanitarian non-profits (Hadassah, Martin County Arts Council, Clark Hulings

Fund).

When I gather information and jpegs for the articles I publish, the goal is to give more than a

normal press release with the who, what, where and when. It’s a call to action! An

opportunity to understand the artist or organization and seeing where you fit in. I’m a much

calmer person now (my family and friends are relieved) with this less hectic schedule. 

What have you been working on lately?

When I can’t put elements of life together, I gravitate to things I can control. My latest mosaic

project side table showcases a colorful fishpond. It has 3D elements: glass, tiles, found

objects, a brooch, and... I can’t tell you any more, because I’m not finished!

Also, jigsaw puzzles have been a childhood extracurricular activity, so the challenge during

the pandemic was to source ones I hadn’t done! I exchange finished ones with friends. Jigsaw

puzzles are meditative...when I can’t piece life or the world situation together, I can do it with

a jigsaw puzzle! 

What’s the ideal start to your day?

Ease out of bed, get dressed, have breakfast and read the newspaper. I play a few rounds of



Ease out of bed, get dressed, have breakfast and read the newspaper. I play a few rounds of

word games before walking into the office. 

Music you listen to for inspiration?

Listening to my husband, Jeff, sing from the Great American Song Book and Broadway. He

sings with the Ft. Pierce Jazz Society and books gigs with sax/flute/clarinet artist, Ed

Humphries. You can call me to book a gig, too!

Who or what is your muse?

The insights of our grandsons (one is 8 and the other is 4) make me chuckle and be in

astonishment. The young one was looking at his mom’s book and asked why there aren’t

pictures on every page, like in his books. His brother responded, “You have to visualize what

is going on in your head.” 

Who’s your favorite artist?

SO MANY! Chagall was an early influence of mixing fantasy and reality while making a social

statement. Hundertwasser for riotous colors. (I like LOTS of color - just look at my shirt made

by Susan Bilheimer). Realism awes me. Glass artistry expands my physical-bending

imagination. I see a plethora of 2D/3D artworks in my business and respect every artist’s

creativity because I truly believe it is a gift from God. Our home is quite eclectic, from original

oils to a ceramic chicken on long copper legs. Each piece brings a smile to my face and makes

me feel happy inside.

What do you like to do on the weekend?

On Friday night, I attend Shabbat services (virtual for now), centering myself and being

grateful for life lessons I have been working on. On Saturday morning, I’m involved in a Torah

Study, bringing contemporary meaning to ancient words. 

What’s the best thing you’ve watched lately and why?

Other than Food network and HGTV? OH, I love Stanley Tucci’s CNN special, taking me back

to Italy and being immersed in the culture and food again. It’s an armchair trip with lots of

food and no calories! But seriously, where is the gelato, Stanley? (There’s a little place in

Rome near the Trevi fountain and another in Florence, I’ll share directions to....) 

Reading you catch up with during downtime?

I highly recommend “Sapiens, A Brief History of Humankind”, “The Cooking Gene”, “The

Invention of Nature”, biographies and cookbooks. You can learn a lot about a culture by
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reading recipes! 

A glass of something you’d recommend?

Iced coffee or iced tea. Or, on a “frigid Florida day,” a cup of hot chocolate!

Your favorite dinner spot?

Anywhere someone else makes a salad for me! I’m an inventive cook, experimenting with

flavors. When we travel, my favorite place to visit is a local grocery store. I just made

horseradish from my father’s recipe. (If we could only capture its essence and use it as a nasal

spray, no one would have clogged sinuses!)

Events Calendar

April 2nd:

First Friday ART WALK

5 - 9 pm: Join local artists and small businesses throughout The Creek District of Arts &

Entertainment for a fun and safe evening of art exploration. 

March 6th:

Cultural Conversations: Why Public Art?

5:30 - 6:30 pm: This lively online discussion will explore the topic of public art and why it makes a

difference in our communities from a variety of panelists including artists, government

representatives, and moi. Don't miss it, because I'll be watching for you!

April 10th - 11th:

Spring Shopapalooza

10 am - 5 pm: The biggest sale in Downtown Stuart only happens a few times a year, and you won't

want to miss it! Visit the Downtown sidewalks of dozens of participating shops for the lowest

markdowns on clothes, shoes, accessories, home goods, gifts, art and much more!

April  17th:

Neighborhood Art Market

10 am - 5 pm: Along with The Roasted Record and Ellie's Downtown Deli, we will be hosting almost
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30 artists and artisans for their end of season sale. Stop by for fine art, jewelry, crafts, fresh flowers

and more!

Recent Projects
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